Poor-Law Schools; and if their parents take the trouble to inquire they are frequently told that there is no room in the homes or asylums. Even after the admission of doubtful cases it was found necessary, during the period referred to, to dismiss 47 boys and 19 girls, after a fair trial, as " uneducable," so that in the twelve months ending last March 197 children were certified by the medical officer of the Board as unfit. " Surely," adds the report which gives these figures, " it is wiser economy to make provision for their permanent care than that they should Singing simple action songs and the performance of simple physical drill play an important part, but it is evident that more might be done in the way of gymnastics if more space were available. Drawing, as in the case of deaf children, seems to come easily to some of the feeble-minded; and one very weak boy, who hung his head and could hardly be induced to look his teacher in the face, was never tired of drawing the " Twopenny Tube" in perspective. The Dulwich children are being taught to draw, from the shoulder, bold outlines of leaves, eggs, and other simple objects j and this obviates the indolent habit, when the object is small enough, of laying it on the slate and drawing round it?a habit dear to ordinary children as well as to the feeble-minded. The strain on the teacher involved by such work is no light one, and it is not surprising if " Another day over 1" represents the state of mind in which a woman thus engaged sometimes finds herself by four o'clock in the afternoon. The work has, however, its keen interest; and the remark of one teacher, that some simple clinical instruction would be of great use, shows the serious way in which it is regarded. The remark was d propos of a child whom the doctor had pronounced to be cretinoid, and who had remarkably improved. By allowing special visits to London parks or to the Zoological Gardens to count as school-time, the Board gives valuable opportunities for instruction "from the object" which would not otherwise be possible, and it is evident that this elasticity is very greatly appreciated by the teachers.
At Clerkenwell an interesting experiment is now being tried, where some twenty children, boarded out under the Metropolitan Asylums Board, are daily attending the Hugh Myddelton Special School. It is hoped that the effect may be beneficial on both classes of children; the experiment is, however, too new for any expression of opinion as to results.
It is felt that the missing link in work for the feebleminded should be supplied by custodial homes, to which the children might go between leaving school at sixteen (the Board's limit) and going to work or entering a permanent institution. The danger at present is that they will drift back, for want of proper care and encouragement, into the condition of apathy from which, by great labour and expense, they have been rescued. These homes for " after-care"" should be under the control of the L.C.C. cr the Metropolitan Asylums Board, and " after-care committees" are being formed in view of the need. These are voluntary agencies, formed of ladies interested in the employment of the feebleminded.
The results may to some seem disproportionate to the labour and expense ; but if by any means the weakminded or low-grade child can be turned into a self-guiding person, with due regard for the rights of others, an inestimable service will be rendered to the State.
